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• Long Island schools have lost over $1.2 billion between 2011-12 and 2014-15 as a result of the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA). 
 

o This represents a 14.3% loss of aid during that period. 
 

o Over one-half ($707 million) of the loss was incurred by the thirty-eight (38) low-wealth 
school districts (CWR<1.0) on Long Island. 

 
• The GEA and its partial restoration have a disproportionately severe impact on Long Island 

schools. 
 

o The GEA reduces aid to Long Island schools at a higher rate than schools across the 
rest of the state (10.3% vs. 6.8%). 
 

o The GEA Restoration restores aid to Long Island schools at a lower rate than the rest 
of the state (12.7% vs. 21.2%). 

 
o If Long Island lost aid and had aid restored at the same rate as the rest of the 

state, our schools would receive $101 million more than projected. 
 

• Foundation Aid remains frozen in the Executive Budget.  This aid comprises 71% of all 
Formula Aid.  The Foundation Formula must be overhauled.  Projected 2014-15 Foundation 
Aid per pupil on Long Island is $3,484, which is 30% less than the per pupil allocation for the 
rest of the state ($4,991).  The formula has shortchanged Long Island from the day it was 
implemented.  Due to this formula: 

 
o Long Island schools educate over 16% of the state’s students yet receive only 12% of 

the aid. 
 

o Eighty-six (86) Long Island school districts receive less than 20% of their revenues from 
New York State.  Forty-six (46) of those school districts receive less than 10%. 

 
o Regional cost differences are under accounted for in the distribution of aid. 

 

  (over) 



o If Long Island received a share of Foundation Aid equal to the share of the 
students (16.3%) educated in our schools, an additional $638 million would be 
directed to the region. 

 
• The Executive Budget proposes that Long Island aid be increased by $73.7 million (2.9%).  

However, even with this increase, our schools will receive over $38 million less state aid in 
2014-15 than was received in 2008-09 ($2.58 billion vs. $2.62 billion). 
 

• Nineteen (19) school districts will lose aid while another thirty-one (31) school districts will 
receive less than a 2% increase.  Twelve (12) low-wealth (CWR <1.0) school districts enrolling 
over 44,000 students are in this group. 
 

• Current (2013-14) patterns of state aid distribution to Long Island school districts result in the 
following:  
 

o Long Island’s thirty-four (34) “high-wealth” (CWR > 2.0) school districts receive only 4% 
of all aid to the region.  These districts enroll approximately 13% of the students on 
Long Island. 

 
o Twenty-three (23) of thirty-four (34) high-wealth school districts on Long Island receive 

less than 5% of their revenues in state aid while nine (9) others receive between 5% 
and 9%.  Only two (2) receive more than 9% of revenues from state aid. 
 

o If every penny of aid directed to Long Island’s thirty-four (34) “high-wealth” school 
districts was distributed across the rest of the state, it would generate a $34 per pupil 
increase. 

 
o Over one-half of the students in Suffolk County are enrolled in low-wealth (CWR < 1.0) 

school districts.  These twenty-three (23) districts receive 75% of the county’s school 
aid. 

 
o Approximately 30% of the students in Nassau County are enrolled in low-wealth      

(CWR <1.0) school districts.  These fifteen (15) school districts receive 53% of the 
county’s school aid. 

 
• The Executive Budget also proposes: 

 
o $1.5 billion (over 5 years) - Statewide Universal Full-Day Pre-K 
o $20 million - Teacher Excellence Fund 
o $2 billion - Smart Schools Technology Bond 

 
At a time when school districts cannot provide what is required without piercing the cap, 
additional money directed at other endeavors is not beneficial.  Until the GEA is eliminated, 
money should not be set aside for new initiatives. 

 
 

   


