
through the city.
All major infrastructure

projects face opposition, take
time and must show a cost justi-
fication. But Long Island has to
come to grips with the fact that
it is an island, and moving over-
land through New York City is
slow and costly. Let’s develop a
deepwater port.

James T. Rooney
Centerport

Rest stop politics
seem Cuomo’s style

New York residents who
watched Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo ram charter schools
down Mayor Bill de Blasio’s
throat are familiar with Cuo-
mo’s style of governance.

Now Long Islanders are get-
ting the Cuomo treatment. He ig-
nored Huntington officials’ envi-

ronmental concerns and had the
state Department of Transporta-
tion start work on a large rest
area between exits 51 and 52 on
the Long Island Expressway
[“The wrong route to a rest
stop,” Editorial, Aug. 27].

In other words, it’s my way
or the highway.

Robert Berger
Bellerose

Female Marine was
wrongly relieved

As a proud retired Marine
who went through basic training
at the Women’s Recruit Train-
ing Battalion on Parris Island,
South Carolina, I am disheart-
ened by the firing of Lt. Col. Kate
Germano [“Did Marine officer
push too hard?” Opinion, July
24]. Based on the reports of her
dismissal, there is something se-
riously wrong when military
leaders give more importance to
political correctness than to
armed forces preparedness.

Basic training is tough. Ap-

parently, so is Germano. I find
no problem with that, since a
major goal of that course is to
toughen up recruits both physi-
cally and mentally. It’s not a
forum for sensitivity training.

If recruits cannot withstand
the pressures of boot camp, how
will they endure those of war-
time?

According to what I’ve read,
Germano’s behavior was not in-
appropriate. Her objective was
gender equality in an institu-
tion known to be the most gen-

der-biased among all the mili-
tary branches. Yet, instead of
being supported, she was re-
moved from her position. She
was considered too tough, too
Marine for a female.

Her firing only served to pro-
vide another example of the
very inequality she was trying
to change. It also points out the
softening of our military. And
in light of current world dynam-
ics, that is very dangerous!

Marie G. Nuzzi
Albertson

THE ROAD TO 2016
Probes of Hillary Clinton’s email,
Donald Trump’s pomposity,
and the overpopulated GOP
field feed the imaginations of
editorial cartoonists. Check out our
gallery of nearly 100 cartoons.
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Newstateleadershiponpubliceducation
andanewtestingcontractorarejusttwo

Gary D. Bixhorn
and Susan A.
Schnebel are,
respectively,
executive director
and president of
the Suffolk
County Schools
Superintendents
Association.

BY GARY D. BIXHORN
AND SUSAN A. SCHNEBEL

The start of another school
year brings with it re-
newed optimism and an

opportunity for a fresh start.
Despite recent controversy
over public education in New
York State and the few chroni-
cally low-performing schools
facing state “receivership” in
our area, many Long Island stu-
dents continue to achieve at ex-
ceptional levels and our
schools remain a source of re-
gional pride.

Recent community demands
for more involvement in
school reform reaffirm the im-
portance of maintaining local
control. This is significant; re-
search and practice show that
plans designed and implement-
ed locally are the most effec-
tive paths to school improve-
ment.

For example, the Hampton
Bays schools recently partnered
with Suffolk County Communi-
ty College to address the nation-
al issue of college readiness. As a
result, the senior year math cur-

riculum was adjusted and the
percentage of their graduates re-
quiring remediation in college
math dropped from the national
average to well below half that
average.

Diminished local control
prompted by growing state and
federal involvement is a trou-
bling trend rooted in the bipar-
tisan No Child Left Behind Act
that was the cornerstone of
President George W. Bush’s ed-
ucation agenda. That intrusion
into local matters opened the
door to the even more aggres-
sive Race to the Top initiative
of the Obama administration.
In the state’s zeal to qualify for
the “carrot and stick” funding
attached to this initiative,
schools were strong-armed
into agreeing to rigid one-size-
fits-all reforms.

It was that agenda that trig-
gered the state’s rocky rollout
of the Common Core stan-
dards, an intensified emphasis
on standardized testing, and a
push to tie student assessment
results to teacher evaluations.
Those measures generated so
much public concern that

200,000 students opted out of
the spring 2015 state assess-
ments — an act growing out of
unprecedented frustration
with the state.

The fallout from the poor
rollout continues to do dam-
age, as districts are forced to re-
negotiate teacher evaluation
protocols due to rushed imple-
mentation. So, why be optimis-
tic as we begin the new school
year?

Here are four reasons for
hope.
] The State Education Depart-
ment has a new leader, Com-
missioner MaryEllen Elia, who
hopefully will be cognizant of
the past and avoid some of the

difficulties encountered by her
predecessors.
] The development of state as-
sessments is under a new con-
tractor, and it appears that the
state will use a more collabora-
tive approach, involving teach-
ers and principals in test devel-
opment.
] Efforts to reauthorize federal
education law, the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act,
are underway. Sen. Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.) has sought
input from the Suffolk superin-
tendents on the new Every
Child Achieves Act of 2015.
This is a more promising start
to legislative action than we’ve
seen in some time. Hopefully,

the new law will lead to more
flexibility and enable the state
to implement overdue mandate
relief, including overhauling
evaluation requirements for En-
glish language learners.
] We see extraordinary teach-
ing and learning in classrooms
every day despite so many ex-
ternal distractions.

The relationship between
schools and government has to
change if we are to improve ed-
ucation. Implementing mean-
ingful student assessments and
teacher evaluations, assuring
college and career readiness
and the future of the Common
Core can only be resolved
through cooperation.

Lawmakers must assure that
schools are empowered to
meet community and parent ex-
pectations while remaining ac-
countable to the state and feder-
al governments.

OPINION

Site in Huntington where state workers began clearing trees for a
Long Island Expressway rest stop, before town officials objected.
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